CARIBBEAN POISON IFORMATION BETMORK (CARPIN)

Background

The Regiond Nerve Centre of the Caribbean Poison Information Network, a
multisectorid initiative, is located in the Drug Information Service (DIS) in the Faculty
of Hedlth and Applied Science on the ground floor. Theinitiative is the result of over five
(5) years of collaboration among severa stakeholders in the hedth and education sectors.
The network, managed by a committee of representatives from severd entities, was
officially launched on Friday, May 13, 2005 during the inaugura Poison Prevention
Week.

CARPIN'S Mission isto:
» M akepoison information readily available
» Create general awareness of poisoning and the associated dangers and how to
manage p0ison Cases.

The Network ams at setting up Sentinel sites through out Jamaica and other pats of the
Caribbean region where data will be collected on incidences of poisoning and forwarded
to the nerve centre. It is designed to attract participants and organizations, nationaly,
regiondly and internationdly, through these Sentine sites tha will report, disseminate
information and participatein other activities.

Through a centra database, public and private sector ertities in the Caribbean can easily
access information from data gathering and research.

The generd public, hedth and education sectors, Governments among others will benefit.
Lives will be saved and heathcar e costs reduced.

Achievements

Funding secured for three (3) years

Sx(6) Island Sates have made commitment to paticipatein theinitiative
Participation in public education Expo.

Inaugura Poison Prevention Week May 9- 13, 2005- schools paster competition,
community outreach/ education, seminar and Network launch.

Work initiated with schools

Nerve Center gperations have begun with link to University Hoita of the West
Indies (UHWI).

Nerve Center approved as an Internship site for Pharmacy Interns

Traning

Hogitds, Hedth Centers and Pharmacies have been tar geted as Sentind Stes
Volunteers have committed to work with CARPIN
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The activities at the nerve centre include:

» Respondingto queries on poisonings.

» Daagahering, andysis and generation of reports.

» Dissemination of information to the International Programme on Chemical Saf ety
(IPCS), the public, governments and other users.

» Generation of publications on issues related to poisoning.

» Carryingout research.

» |nitiation of education and training programmes.

The nerve centre will provide services during the following hours:

Monday to Thursday 9:00am-6:00pm
Friday 9:00am-4:00pm

The services will betransferred to the University Hogpitd of the West Indies (UHWI)
Accident and Emergency department after 6:00pm on weekdays, weekends and holiday s.

CARPIN provides an opportunity for national and regona collaboration among a wide
cross section of professionas, individuas and organizations. These include: physicians,
nurses, pharmacists, medica technologsts, teachers, farmers, researchers, policy makers,
agiculturdists, public and private sector hogitds, pharmacies, medica centers, nursing
homes, educationa institutions, day care centers medicd laboratories, hedth centers and
thelist goes on.

CARPIN's Regional Coordinating Network
. University of Technology, Jamaica (Utech)
Nationa Council on Drug Abuse (NCDA)
Minigry of Hedth (M OH)

University Hospita of the West Indies (UHWI)
University of the West Indies (UWI)
Caribbean Association of Pharmacists (CAP)
Environmenta Hedth Foundation (EHF)
Pharmaceuticad Society of Jamaica (PSJ)

M edical Association of Jamaica(M AJ)
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CARPIN....... “PROTECTING AGAINST POISONINGS’
Contact: Caribbean Poison Information Network.

University of Technology (UTech)

Faculty of Hedth and Applied Science

Teephone (876) 977-7777, 927-1680-8 Ext. 2300

Toll Freee 1-888-POISONS 1-888-764-7667
Cdl: (876) 323-8907(9)

Fax: (876) 927-1699

email: capin@utech.edu.jm

Teephone: (876) 927-1620-8 ext. 2500
Contact UHWI Emergency Division
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